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A SURVEY OF THE GREAT RELIGIONS in 

Jesus and other New Testament characters. For the second volume, 
which will be awaited with interest, is promised a complete index of the 
material presented. 

Charles C. Torrey 
Yale University 



A SURVEY OF THE GREAT RELIGIONS 1 

With the vast extension of research work in the variousfields, the much- 
needed synoptic view of all the world-religions, gathered into one volume, 
treated in a uniform way by one hand, seems more and more hopeless 
of realization. The present work is a heroic attempt to meet this need. 
It forms one of the series of University of Chicago Publications in Reli- 
gious Education and is intended to be used as a textbook. Beginning 
with the religions of primitive peoples the author then treats the reli- 
gions of Babylonia and of Egypt, which he believes to be nearest to the 
original type; then the allied religions, those of the Hebrews, Judaism 
and Mohammedanism; moving eastward he takes up Zoroastrianism, 
the religions of India, China, and Japan. The religions of Greece and 
Rome and Christianity complete the list. 

The book will be an exceedingly helpful outline for beginners in the 
study of the history of religions. There is hardly one important element 
in any of the religions which does not receive mention. Professor Barton 
gives in each case, where possible, a sketch of the political history and 
outlines the items of the religious development. The purpose of the 
book is evidently to catalogue the elements which should enter into the 
study of the religions, not to give the student an appreciation of their 
values. As an outline to blaze a trail through the maze of world- 
religion this work will be heartily welcomed. Professor Barton has 
given a great deal in little space. 

The chief defect of the book is not its atomistic character, but the 
method of approach. Professor Barton would agree that a genuine 
understanding of any element of human life can be secured only by 
seeing how it functions in the life-situation which produced it. From 
this point of view there should be a real appreciation of every phase of 
every religion and a sympathetic effort to understand its rise, growth, and 
meaning. Yet he seems to start with the presupposition of a body of 
truth which is eternal, which God reveals, and of which Christianity is 
the noblest manifestation. He says: "The universal presence among 

1 The Religions of the World. By George A. Barton. Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 1917. x+349 pages. $1.50. 
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uncivilized men of religion of some sort is evidence that in no part of 
the world has God 'left himself without a witness' " (p. 14). "Zoroaster 
was a great religious genius who caught something of eternal truth and 
successfully interpreted it to men" (p. 136). "Jesus is the greatest of all 
teachers. He knew so much more of God and truth and the soul than 
they that he stands supreme in the religious sphere. None has revealed 
God as he did" (p. 305). From this "eternal truth" standpoint it is 
doubtful whether Christianity can be properly understood, and with 
Christianity as the standard the other religions can be treated only as 
more or less successful blunders toward light. This probably accounts 
for Barton's unsympathetic treatment of China and for slighting refer- 
ences to many so-called "superstitions." 

One could wish that the author were not so decided on certain points. 
For instance, was the fertility, palm-tree deity as important a figure, 
even in the Semitic world, as Barton thinks ? Was the greatest triumph 
of Egyptian thought in the realm of ethics ? Is it fair to call the Baby- 
lonian religion "to the end" a religion of grown-up children? Did 
Gautama admit the existence of gods ? The author is surely mistaken 
when he says (p. 199), "In most of its varied manifestations Hinduism 
suffers by the divorce of religion from life." If there is anything that 
is agreed upon it is that Hinduism is Hindu life. It can be defined in 
no other way. Used as a textbook the work will have to be checked, 
as the author expects it to be, by other works. The reading lists and 
topics are a notable feature of the volume, though Snouck Hurgronje 
should not be entirely overlooked in the field of Islam. 

The time has probably come when no single scholar should be 
expected to write a textbook of this kind; the field is so vast that authori- 
tative, sympathetic treatment of every religion will require the collabo- 
ration of a group of specialists. Simply to rewrite secondary sources 
cannot be satisfactory and may be exasperating. 

A. Eustace Haydon 

Chicago 

THE NEW ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES 

It is a delight to turn away for a little time from a world at war. 
Professor Cobern's New Archaeological Discoveries 1 carries us back to 
the time, now almost forgotten, when the scholars of all nations strove 

1 The New Archaeological Discoveries and Their Bearing upon the New Testament 
and upon the Life and Times of the Primitive Church. By Camden M. Cobern. Intro- 
duction by Edouard Naville. New York: Funk and Wagnalls, 1917. xxxiv+698 
pages. $3.00. 



